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O

n Friday May 10th,
2019, guests arrived
in droves to
I g b i n e d i o n U n i v e r s i t y,
Okada, to join the founder,
Chief Sir, Dr Gabriel
Osawaru Igbinedion, to
celebrate the physical
culmination of his vision Igbinedion University. It was
L-R Former Head of State of Nigeria, General Abdulsalami Abubakar;
the 20th Founder's Day
Founder and Chancellor, Igbinedion University, Okada, Chief Sir,
Dr Gabriel Osawaru Igbinedion at the 20th Anniversary Founder's Day
celebration of the
Celebration at the University's Main Auditorium
University. He was flanked
by former Head of State of Nigeria, General Abdulsalami Abubakar;
Deputy Governor of Edo State, Hon. Philip Shaibu; former Minister of
Industry, Nike Akande, and a former Governor of the State, who is also
the Deputy Chancellor of Igbinedion University, Chief Lucky
Igbinedion, to name just a few of the dignitaries who came to grace the
occasion.
The twenty years old story is one that speaks of a desire to bequeath to
future generations, university education of international standard
where the academic calendar is run without interruption.
General Abubakar, who granted the Institution its operational license
in 1999, and who was also the Chairman of the founder's day, looked
back with nostalgia at how it all started: “This historic approval
provided a unique platform and opened a space for private
intervention in the provision of tertiary education in Nigeria and
resulted in the presentation of certificate 001 to Chief Sir Dr. Gabriel
Osawaru Igbinedion, CFR.” He said.
The guest lecturer at the founder's day celebration, Professor Munzali
Jibril, who was also the National Universities Commission (NUC)
scribe in 1999, took out time to share his thoughts on the ideal
requirements for a model
private institution and the
necessary components that
would sustain it, such as
multiple sources of funding
with the objective of
achieving excellence, and
adequate teaching and
research facilities.
There is no doubt that the
University has achieved so
much in two decades of its
Vice Chancellor Igbinedion University, Okada, Professor Lawrence
Ikechukwu Ezemonye (in 20th Anniversary attire) welcomes guests
existence
and after a long
to the 20th Anniversary Founder's Day Celebration at the University's
period of much joy, the
Main Auditorium
belief is that there will be
even more cause for celebration in the future and that Igbinedion
University will continue on its journey to provide quality education to
Nigerians. This was particularly the promise of the Vice-Chancellor,
Professsor Lawrence Ezemonye, who was all smiles in his 20th
anniversary traditional attire, as he welcomed guests to the epoch
event. He also took out time to lead the guests in a sober reflection on
the marks that Igbinedion University had made in the trajectory of
University education in Nigeria in the past twenty years.
To Igbinedion University, it is, Congratulations! Congratulations!!
Congratulations!!!

INTER-FAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE HERALDS
IUO 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
The week of Monday May 6,
to Friday May 10, 2019 was a
period of unmatched
euphoria,
as Igbinedion
University, Okada pulled out
all the stops to commemorate
the Institution's 20th
anniversary.
Activities to mark the 20th L-R: Chaplain, Chapel of Grace, Igbinedion University, Rev. Festus
Anniversary of Nigeria's Osaseri; Chaplain Anglican Communion, University of Benin,
Ven. Professor I. O. Osamwonyin; the Imam of Ovia Northeast,
Premier Private University Alhaji Ogbede Abdumalik and the Imam of the University of Benin
kicked off on Monday, May Mosque, Professor B. A. Ayinde, at the Inter-faith thanksgiving
service of the 20th Anniversary at the main auditorium, Igbinedion
6th, 2019 with a special inter- University, Okada
faith service involving the
Christian and Islamic faiths.
Leaders of the respective faiths were invited to worship alongside the
Vice Chancellor, Professor Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye, his
Management team, and the larger Igbinedion University family.
The University's main auditorium was filled with staff and students
who gathered to give thanks to God for his abundant mercies as well
as the landmark achievements recorded by the Institution in the last
twenty years.
The crowd present was a jubilant one, dancing and singing
passionately along with Igbinedion University's talented Christian
Community Choir (CCC). To elevate the level of worship, was special
gospel guest artist from Delta State-the renown gospel singer, Freke
Umoh, who dazzled the crowd with his mellifluous voice, igniting the
spirit of praise in all present and causing students to rush forward to
dance fervently to the rhythm of his music.
The Chaplain of the Chapel of Grace, Igbinedion University,
Reverend Festus Osaseri, led both the Christian and Muslim religious
leaders in the proceedings of the thanksgiving. The Message, which
was delivered by the Parish Priest of St Paul's Catholic Church Benin,
Dr. Edwin Omoregbe, hinged on the need for mankind to always
reflect on the blessings of God in other to appreciate Him adequately.
It connected very well with the mood of the congregation. He also
impressed upon the congregants, the importance of education and
the responsibilities of an establishment such as the Igbinedion
University, in realizing such objectives.
To lead in the series of prayers were: the Imam of the University of
Benin Mosque, Professor B. A. Ayinde; the Parish Priest, St Gabriel
Catholic Church, Okada, Rev. Oscar-Mario Umoh; Chaplain of the
Anglican Communion, University of Benin, Professor I. O.
Osamwonyi. Other Religious leaders were, the Imam of Ovia
Northeast, Alhaji Ogbede Abdumalik and the Pastor of the Redeemed
Christian Church of God, Okada, Pst. Mathew Iyun.
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INTER-COLLEGIATE DEBATE AND QUIZ COMPETITIONS ADD
COLOUR TO IUO 20TH ANNIVERSARY WEEK

O

n Wednesday, May 8th, 2019, sports, among others.
students of the College of Clinical The coordinator of the event, Dr. Nnamdi
Medicine and the College of Arts and Nwaodu, of the department of International
Social Sciences stood before the panel of judges Relations and Strategic Studies, while
led by the Dean of Post Graduate Studies of enumerating the benefits of the competition
Igbinedion University, Okada, Professor Tonye over the years, said it has groomed students who
Okorie, in a fiercely contested debate have represented the university in various
competition to mark the 20th anniversary competitions at both the local and international
celebrations of the University. The motion of the level.
debate was: Fuel subsidy is the solution to the The end of the competition saw the college of
Arts and Sciences come first in the debate
incessant fuel crisis in Nigeria.
Valentina Ogo, a 400 hundred level medical segment with 81 percent, while the college of
student, supported by Okotie Wilson, spoke for Clinical Medicine came second with 73 percent.
the motion while the lead speaker against the In the quiz competition, the college of Clinical
Medicine scored 21.5
m o t i o n wa s a 4 0 0
points, beating its closest
hundred level Mass
rival, the College of Arts
Communication student,
and Social Sciences, who
Queen Ovbude,
came second with 20
supported by a 200 level
points. The Vice
student of the same
Chancellor who was
department, Faith
visibly impressed by the
Nkwunka. The tempo of
perfor mance of the
the competition further
students, had earlier on his
rose as students from the
arrival at the venue of the
eight colleges of
event, increased the prize
Igbinedion University
clashed for points in the L-R: VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye; Registrar, IUO, Dr. Edwin money of the competition
Queen Ovbude (in handshake); and Faith Nkwuka (clutching
for 1st positions, to 2nd
inter-collegiate quiz aOkoro;
plaque) as VC hands over Cup to College of Arts and Social
runners-up positions in
competition where the Sciences, winners of the 20 Anniversary Inter-College Debate
both the debate and quiz
Vice Chancellor, Professor Competition, at the University's main auditorium
categories.
Lawrence Ezemonye,
changed hats for the day, to wear that of Quiz The crescendo of the event was the presentation
Master. The quiz competition saw students of trophies by the Vice Chancellor to the
answering questions from different areas such deserving colleges.
as science and technology, current affairs, and
th

IUO COMMUNITY THANKS GOD FOR A SUCCESSFUL
20TH ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES
In a bid to show appreciation to God for the massive success recorded at the 20th
anniversary celebrations, staff and students of Igbinedion University held a
thanksgiving service - a fitting way to conclude as that is how the week's festivities began
- with a similar thanksgiving. The event took place at the Chapel of Grace, Igbinedion
University located at the Teaching Hospital Campus, Okada, with one of the main
messages being a call by the Vice Chancellor to staff and students to work in unity.
In his sermon, the vicar of St Peter's Anglican Church, Okada, Venerable Peter Odor,
who spoke on the topic “Ebenezer”, noted that it was indeed God's favor that has
guided the University these last 20 years.
He commended the effort of the Honorable Chancellor of the University, Sir Chief
Gabriel Osawaru Igbinedion, whose vision and subsequent realization of the vision on
May 10, 1999, has brought Okada community to limelight. Venerable Odor said that
God, who has kept the University in the past 20 years, would be faithful to keep the
Institution to celebrate more years.
He commended the Vice Chancellor, Professor Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye, for all
the development projects he has initiated in the last few months he assumed office as
Vice Chancellor of Igbinedion University, Okada.
The Vice Chancellor later led the University Management and Staff in a Thanksgiving
procession.

L-R: VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye; DVC, IUO,
Prof. Deborah Odejimi and Registrar, IUO, Dr. Edwin OKoro,
bow their heads in thanksgiving to God for a successful outing
at the 20th Anniversary activities at the Chapel of Grace,
Igbinedion University, Okada

VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye (Clutching an envelope)
leads other Principal Officers of the University in a thanksgiving
procession to mark the success of the 20th anniversary activities
at the Chapel of Grace, IUO.

IUO 20TH ANNIVERSARY
ICT WEEK ATTRACTS
TECH GIANTS
-Sets Agenda for Smart Campus Initiative.

T

he celebration of the 20th anniversary of
Nigeria's Premier Private University,
Igbinedion University Okada, continued
Tuesday 7th May, with an ICT exhibition fare
that saw IT firms like Huawei, CISCO, Intel and
Microsoft displaying their wares at the Lobby
of the university's Main Library- venue of the
exhibition.
The week, with the theme: "21st Century
Educational Roadmap: The Impact of
Technology" is in line with the vision of the Vice
Chancellor, Professor Lawrence Ezemonye, to
place the University in the league of smart
campuses in the world.
Declaring the 2019 ICT week open, the Chief
Host and Vice Chancellor of Igbinedion
University Okada, Professor Ezemonye, said
the event is the first step towards the goal of
making the Institution a smart campus and the
fruit of the collaborations with the Institution's
ICT partners to expose staff and students to
various ICT models which are in line with global
best practices.
The Chairman of the occasion, who is also the
National President of Nigeria's Computer
Society, Prof. Adesola Aderoumnu, said
Igbinedion University has, in its twenty years of
existence, revolutionized private university
education by spearheading the ICT narrative in
private sector education.
A keynote address on the theme, "21st Century
Educational Roadmap: The Impact of
Technology", was delivered by the Director of
Corporate Planning and Strategy, National
Information Technology Development Agency
(NITDA), Engr. Collins Agu.
The event also witnessed the unveiling of the
Igbinedion University Okada smart centre
along with video conferencing facilities. The
unveiling was performed by the Vice
Chancellor, in company of Prof. Adesola
Aderounmu, who represented the Director
General of NITDA. Tech giants like Microsoft,
Certified Systems Limited, CISCO, Intel,
Huawei and other ICT partners of the
Institution, seized the opportunity to present
goodwill messages to the University on its 20th
anniversary celebrations.

VC, Igbinedion University, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye (Standing Left)
hands over CISCO training participants' certificate to Director of ICT, IUO,
Dr. Raphael Asibor (Standing Right) during the ICT week marking the 20th
Anniversary of IUO, at the main library hall.

IUO'S PROFESSOR OSAGHAE DELIVERS
15TH INAUGURAL LECTURE

P

rofessor
Osayande
Osaghae, a
Professor of
Pediatrics and
Child Health in
the College of
Health Sciences
at Igbinedion
U n i v e r s i t y,
Okada, on May
23rd, 2019,
18th Inaugural Lecturer, Igbinedion University, Okada, Prof. Osayande
delivered the 15th
Osaghae, delivers his acclaimed treatise on: The Roadblocks on the
Inaugural Lecture
Highway to the Survival of Children: The Interventions of a Pediatrician,
at the Main auditorium, Igbinedion University, Okada.
titled: The
Roadblocks on
the Highway to the
Survival of Children: The Interventions of a Pediatrician.
A one-time private medical community doctor and
pediatrician, Professor Osgahae says he has identified
thekey obstacles in the safe passage of the child from birth
to adolescence. Using the aforementioned analogy of a
highway and roadblocks in his address, he identified the
core factors that lead to high infant mortality in Nigeria and
the tropics
Drawing from his general child health medical practice
over the years, and from his work at his private Modic
Medical Centre in Benin, he asserted that there was not an
exhaustive list of roadblocks or health challenges
encountered by children during their growing years. The
learned professor averred that while there are many, most of
these ailments or “roadblocks” are preventable, despite
their prevalence in Nigeria,and that they constitute a
burden on the health facilities in the country as well as
contribute to the workload of pediatricians.
According to the inaugural lecturer, these roadblocks point
to much larger societal issues such as pervasive poverty,
socio-economic deprivation, widespread malnutrition, lack
of clean portable water, refuse and problematic waste
disposal, lack of general education as well as lack of good
governance, and access to health care services. To address
these challenges, in his expert opinion, there should be
universal provision of clean water, improved sanitation and
hygiene, the implementation of universal health coverage,
activation of Nigeria's National Health Act, the political will
to implement the universally acknowledged Sustainable
Development Goals, improved funding, and most
importantly the establishment of a National Sickle Cell
Program, as Nigeria currently has the highest number of
sickle cell anaemia sufferers globally.
He acknowledged the initiative of Sir Chief Dr Gabriel
Osawaru Igbinedion in establishing Igbinedion University,
an act that created a paradigm shift in the delivery of
tertiary education in Nigeria as it was this establishment
and his subsequent appointment as a Senior Lecturer in the
University, that transformed his own journey from being a
private medical practitioner to an Academic in Medicine.
The 15th inaugural lecturer thanked the Vice Chancellor,
Prof Lawrence Ezemonye, for providing the avenue for him
to espouse his knowledge in Medicine. He noted that his
lecture was the outcome of his years of practice and
research and a summary of his own personal contribution to
Scientific Research.

SPECIAL 2OTH ANNIVERSARY HOME COMING
OF ALUMNI OF IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY
- Donates Bus to University

A

s part of the 20th anniversary celebration activities, Thursday,
9th May was dedicated to Igbinedion University Alumni who
came in their droves to pay tribute to the very Institution that
shaped the men and women that they have become. The event held at
the University's Main Auditorium.
The President of the Alumni Association, Charles Akarolo, who spoke on
behalf the members of the Alumni association, thanked the University
for equipping them with the tools to excel in life. He encouraged
students to persevere and do well as it would reflect positively on them
and their alma mater.
As a token of their appreciation to the University, the President
informed the crowd that the Alumni Association had pledged to buy a
bus as well as pay ICAN fees for a select number of students.
To show its appreciation for its Alumni, Management awarded a
number of them Distinguished
Alumnus/Alumnae awards in
recognition of their
contributions to the university
and its corporate reputation,
as well as their services to
society.
Celebrity guests, Nollywood
actress, Mona Lisa Chinda,
Nollywood actor, Desmond
Elliot, and Nollywood ace
Producer, who were invited to
witness the Alumni
homecoming proceedings, VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye (Standing left) and
were also honored with Nollywood Icon turned Legislator, Hon. Desmond Elliot as he
receives award as part of the activities marking the 20th
Awards of Good Leadership.
Anniversary Alumni Day at the main auditorium, IUO.

IUO SET TO BEGIN DEGREE PROGRAMME
IN QUANTITY SURVEYING

T

he Vice Chancellor of Igbinedion University, Okada, Professor Lawrence
Ikechukwu Ezemonye, has expressed the University's readiness to
commence a degree programme in quantity surveying.
Disclosing this while playing host to the Board of Members of the Edo State
chapter of the Nigerian Institute of Quantity Surveyors, Professor Ezemonye
observed that, apart from being Professionals, all members of the Board were
entrepreneurs, which is exactly the type of example that he would like for
Igbinedion graduates to aspire to.
He expressed happiness at the Board's readiness to assist the University in
setting up the programme, adding that the Board would also help the university
in sourcing for personnel for teaching in the programme.
He said the involvement of the Institute of Quantity Surveyors in the creation of
the programme would be of immense benefit when it comes to the professional
accreditation of the Department at Igbinedion University. The Vice Chancellor
said he was excited to hear that the programme could be run under the college
of Engineering, which at the present, does not have a College of Environmental
Science.
The State Chairman of
the Association of
Quantity Sur veyor
Elizeus Ufuah, stated
that to become a
quantity surveyor, a
d e g r e e
o r
professional
qualification
accredited by the
Nigerian Institute of
Quantity surveyors
L-R: The Librarian, IUO, Mr. Yakubu A. Izevbekhai; Registrar, IUO, Dr. Edwin Okoro;
VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye; Edo State chapter Chairman of the Association
was required.
of Quantity Surveyors, Elizeus Ufuah and other members of the chapter.
According to him,
degree programmes in
surveying, construction, civil engineering and structural engineering are
considered relevant in the role of a quantity surveyor.
The Institute later presented both hard and soft copies of the syllabus of the
programme to the Vice Chancellor.

IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY TO SETUP DRUG
PRODUCTION UNIT
-To Approve Pharm-D Programme

T

he Vice Chancellor of Nigeria's Premier
Private University, the Igbinedion University,
Okada, Professor Lawrence Ikechukwu
Ezemonye, has declared the 2019 Pharmacy
Students' Week open, with a promise to set up a
drug production unit in the college.
According to him, Management has approved the
construction of a methylated spirit factory within the
college premises.
The Vice Chancellor also informed the students
that the proposal for the approval of Pharm-D was
before him, assuring them that the programme
would soon get the needed approval.
He said Management would continue to provide
and improve on the existing teaching facilities in
order to promote learning on campus. He charged
the students to continue to excel in their chosen
discipline in order to justify the University's huge
investment in their programme.
In her contribution, the keynote speaker, Dr. (Mrs.)
S.F. Usifoh, said that, Nigerian Pharmacists are
care professionals who must serve their
community better every day.
Dr. Usifoh stated that. Nigeria graduates a total of
2000 pharmacists annually, surpassing other
countries in number. This, she attributed to the
quality of pharmacists produced in Nigeria. The
keynote speaker said that in many advanced
countries, pharmacists now participate more
directly in health care decisions and assume
responsibilities for patient outcomes, adding that
the concept of patient care includes emotional
commitment to the welfare of patients as
individuals who require pharmacists' compassion,
concern and trust.

IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY SIGNS MOU WITH
NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES INSTITUTE

N

igeria's Premier Private University- Igbinedion
University Okada, has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the National Water
Resources Institute, Kaduna on the areas of staff
exchange, student training and collaborative research.
Signing the MoU on behalf of the University, the Vice
Chancellor Professor Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye,
noted that Igbinedion University had seen the need to
start collaboration at the national level and extend to the
global arena.
Other areas of collaboration with the Institute include: to
explore the possibility of establishment of a UNESCO
chair in one of the related Departments at the University,
exchange of publications, reports and other
academic/technical information, joint organization of
conferences, workshops, seminars and related
activities, advocacy and public awareness campaigns
on water conferences, the establishment of information
systems, and many more.
According to
him, the
University has
a l w a y s
championed
educational
revolution in
the country
a n d h a s
maintained its
goal of being a L-R: Bursar, IUO, Dr. Nosa Edogiawere; Registrar, IUO, Dr. Edwin
DVC, IUO, Prof. Deborah Odejimi; VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence
c e n t r e o f Okoro;
Ezemonye; Executive Director, National Water Resources Institute,
Emmanuel Adanu and members of his team during the signing
k n o w l e d g e ofProf.
the MoU at the Vice Chancellor's office, Igbinedion University, Okada
a
n
d
excellence.
He stated that the University had discovered that the
programs of the National Water Resources Institute
were germane to its goals and aspirations and therefore
decided to collaborate with it and was not only
interested in availability of water, but in water quality and
eco-toxicology, which happens to be the Vice
Chancellor's field of expertise.
The Vice-Chancellor assured the delegates of the
Institute led by its Executive Director, Prof. Emmanuel
Adanu, that Igbinedion University would take full
advantage of the knowledge, competence and
experience of the Institute for the benefit of Staff and
Students.
Professor Emmanuel Adanu, who signed on behalf of
the Institute, said theNational Water Resources
Institute is presently collaborating with some
international organizations as well as public institutions
in Nigeria.
He expressed joy that Igbinedion University was the first
private institution to seek a linkage with the Institute and
would therefore, be glad to assist the university in the
areas of capacity building and staff exchange.
The availability of quality water is still a problem in some
parts of the Country and pollutants have remained a
challenge in getting quality water in Nigeria. This new
alliance could work towards finding new ways to actively
combat this problem.

