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IUO ESTABLISHES CENTRE FOR
CONTEMPORARY SECURITY AFFAIRS

T

he Premier Private
University in Nigeria,
Igbinedion University, Okada,
has established a Centre for
Contemporary Security Affairs.
The Centre, named after the
Chief of Army Staff, Lt. General
Tukur Yusufu Buratai, was
launched on Monday 15th April,
2019 at the University Main
Chief of Army Staff, Lt. Gen. Tukur Buratai (in full military attire and
Campus, Okada.
clutching a swagger stick) with the VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence
Ezemonye, as they walk towards the Centre for Contemporary
The event which featured the
Security Affairs at Igbinedion University, Okada.
maiden public lecture of the
centre delivered by the Chief of
Army Staff Lt. General T. Y.
Buratai, on the topic, Military and Democratic
Consolidation in Nigeria-Appraisal of Nigerian
Army Counter-Terrorism and Counter
Insurgency Operations, also witnessed the
Centre for Contemporary Security
foundation
laying and unveiling of the plaque at
Affairs, Igbinedion University, Okada
the construction site of the Buratai Centre for
Contemporary Security Affairs Complex.
The Vice-Chancellor further mentioned that the center, which is the first of its kind
in Sub-Sahara Africa, will frequently bring together the academia and the military to
compare notes and challenge status quo in an intellectually stimulating discourse
on security and allied contemporary issues.
The Chief of Army staff expressed his delight at the University's gesture and for the
honor bestowed on him and the Nigerian Army by naming the centre after him and
also offering him the opportunity to be the maiden guest lecturer of the centre. He
noted that Igbinedion University is the first University in Nigeria that he delivered a
lecture.
In his lecture, the Chief of Army staff highlighted the efforts of the Nigerian Army
and its challenges in the battle against terrorism and insurgency and other security
matters in the country. He noted with concern that International support towards
the fight against terrorism is grossly inadequate and therefore urged the
international community and super powers to assist the Nigerian Military with more
equipment in combating the menace.
Responding after the Lecture, the Chairman Governing Council of Igbinedion
University, Professor Sheik Ahmed Abdullah, announced the decision of the
Governing Council and Senate of Igbinedion University, Okada to confer on the
Chief of Army Staff the Prestigious Honorary Professor-at-Large award of the
University in its Department of International Relations and Strategic Studies.
In his vote of thanks, the Director of the Centre, Dr. Femi Olufunmilade, of the
department of International Relations and Strategic Studies, Igbinedion University,
Okada, expressed gratitude to God for bringing the dream of establishing the
centre to come to pass. He thanked Management for the unrelenting support
during the processes leading to the establishment of the centre.
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IUO HOSTS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON SCIENCE COMMUNICATION
An International Conference on Science Communication, Food Security and
Community Empowerment, was held over the course of two days (9th and 10th
April, 2019) at Igbinedion University Okada's Main Library Conference hall. The
conference was collaboration with the Robert Bosch Stiftung SCRIPT
foundation, the Institute of Strategic and Development Communication,
Nassarawa State University and Igbinedion University, Okada.
In his address, the keynote speaker, the former Director General of NTA,
Professor Tonnie Iredia, said a vital institution that has the responsibility of
publishing about science is the media. He emphasized that scientists
themselves must be open to the media so as to keep the society informed of
their achievements. Professor Iredia noted that with hunger on the increase in
Africa, developments in Science can result in improved ways of production and
better conditions of living.
The Chief host, the Vice Chancellor of Igbinedion University, Professor
Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye, in his address, observed that Igbinedion
University will continue to be at the forefront of providing opportunities to
address societal problems through the pursuit of excellence. He expressed
gratitude at the selection of Igbinedion University as the third University in Africa
to implement the SCRIPT curriculum mandate, coming only after Nassarawa
State University and the Makarere University, Kampala, Uganda.
The Chairman of the occasion, Senator Matthew Urhoghide, who was
represented, unveiled the SCRIPT curriculum while the Vice Chancellor of the
Nasarawa State University, Professor Suleiman Mohammed said their
institution was delighted to partner with Igbinedion University, Okada, on
science communication.
One of the highlights of the opening ceremony was the tour of the exhibition
mounted by the National Institute for Oil Palm Research (NIFOR) and the
National Biotechnology Agency (NABTA)
There were also goodwill messages from the Edo State Commissioner of
Communication and Orientation Hon. Ohanbamu and his Delta State
counterpart, Hon. Patrick Uka, and representatives of the African Agriculture
Technology Foundation amongst others. The Director General of the Nigerian
Television Authority (NTA) was represented by the Benin Zonal Director,
Pauline Igbano.
Thereafter, the conference entered its plenary session where over 60
delegates from various universities and research institutes across Nigeria were
to present papers and reports on science reporting and food security. The
Plenary sessions were moderated by Professor E. S. Dandaura, Executive
Director, Institute of Strategic and Development Communication, Nassarawa
State University, Keffi.
In his vote of thanks Dr.
Christian Odoemelam,
Acting Head of the
department of Mass
Communication, pointed
out that the huge success
the conference witnessed
was owing to the
committed efforts of
Professor Ezemonye and
The VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye (3 from right
Prof. Dandaura as well as
clutching a gallon of palm oil) and other participants
other partner organizations
inspecting exhibitions by NIFOR at the Science
like NABTA, FRCN and NTA.
Communication Workshop at the lobby of the main
rd

Library complex, IUO

IUO ESTABLISHES
PATIENT SAFETY INSTITUTE
-As Minister says, One million people die of surgical complications annually

I

n its avowed stance to remain a university that is pioneering this initiative in the Nigerian university
responsive to national needs, the Igbinedion system. He pledged to support the university morally
University, Okada, is poised to establish a patient and financially.
safety institute in the College of Health Sciences. In a In his welcome address, the Vice Chancellor
related development, the Minister of Health, Professor Professor Lawrence Ezemonye, said the visit of the
Isaac Adewole has said that over one million people Minister had provided the University a priceless
opportunity to host a gathering of experts and the
die annually of surgical complications.
general public in a manner as
Professor Adewole who
never before.
disclosed this at the maiden
He said that the choice of the
distinguished lecture series
Minister for the maiden
organized by the College of
Distinguished Guest Lecture
Health Sciences, Igbinedion
Series of Oba Okunade
University, Okada said that
Sijuade College of Health
42.7 million adverse events
Sciences was in recognition of
occur in patients out of
the outstanding and
estimated 421 million
exceptional contributions of
hospitalization cases annually.
the Minister to the health
According to him, two out of
sector in Nigeria and the world
every three adverse events
L-R: The DVC IUO, Prof. Deborah Odejimi; the VC,
at large.
occur in low and middle
Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye; the Minister of Health,
Prof. Isaac Adewole and former Chairman of Council The Vice chancellor noted that
income countries.
IUO, Prof. Olu Aina;at the maiden lecture series of
the critical role of patient
The Health Minister who was
the college of Health Sciences on Patient Safety,
safety
skills in reproductive
speaking in his lecture entitled:
at the Main Auditorium, IUO.
science, informed the need to
“Patient Safety in Nigeria”,
establish the first patient
stated that patients' safety was
a leading cause of global disease burden comparable safety institute in a university in Nigeria by the
to malaria and tuberculosis. He explained that unsafe Igbinedion University, Okada.
use of medication, harms millions and costs billions of According to him, this institute has a critical
dollars annually, adding that inaccurate or delayed responsibility of providing training for health
diagnosis affect all settings of care and harm professionals across all boundaries, to proactively
identify early warning signs for reducing maternal
unacceptable number of patients.
He commended the Igbinedion University for its mortality and mandatorily develop templates for 24
foresight in attempting to establish a patient safety hours effective health institutional combat readiness
institute, stressing that Igbinedion University was for emergencies.

IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY HOSTS NIGERIAN
ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF

T

he long awaited visit of the Chief of Army Staff Lt. General Tukur Yusuf Buratai finally took place on
Monday April 15th, 2019. This was a day full of firsts- the first time that Igbinedion University,
Okada (IUO) was experiencing a gathering of this nature- one that saw the convergence of
academia and military, and the first time that General Buratai was presenting a lecture in person in a
university in Nigeria.
The University's Main Auditorium could scarcely contain what seemed to be an unending number of
people gathered to witness his arrival; the hall brimming with excitement as dignitaries and military
personnel filed in, a splendid sea of green and gold in their military regalia.
In line with IUO's vision and mission of learning, research , and community service, espoused fervently
by its Vice Chancellor, Professor Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye, the purpose of Buratai's visit was
twofold: first, to give a lecture titled Military and Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria- Appraisal of
Nigerian Army Counter-Terrorism and Counter Insurgency Operations and two, to commission subSaharan Africa's first Center for Contemporary Security Affairs at a tertiary institution, named after the
tenacious General and befittingly located at IUO, Nigeria's Premier and leading private University.
In his speech, he outlined the importance of the military, stating that they were there to defend the
country's interests, making sure that they actively combat factors that disrupt its social fabric, and that
their presence was vital to peace, security, and stability of a nation. He insisted that education is the most
powerful tool we can use to change the world and that he was excited about his partnership with IUO as it
would not only educate students on the intricacies of security but also help to build the intellectual
capacity of his own personnel.

L-R: The VC, IUO, Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye; The Chief of Army
Staff, Lt. Gen. Tukur Buratai and Chairman Governing Council,
IUO, Professor Sheik Ahmed Abdullah Lecture Venue at the
main auditorium, Igbinedion University, Okada

Foundation Stone Laying:Army Chief of Staff, Lt Gen. Buratai lays
the foundation stone at the Centre for Contemporary Security Affairs,
as the VC, Prof. Ezemonye; and Director of the Centre,
Dr. Olufunmilade observe the activity.

IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY JOINS
CISCO ACADEMY

N

igeria's Premier Private
U n i v e r s i t y, I g b i n e d i o n
University, has been admitted into
the CISCO academy. This was disclosed
by the Vice Chancellor, Professor
Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye during
the opening Ceremony of a workshop
organized for staff and students of the
university on networking. He described
CISCO as a world class IT industry that
deals with the production networking of IT
equipment.
Professor Ezemonye said that Igbinedion
University has created a smart campus that
allows students to excel in a knowledge
base driven by IT and as well, prepares
them for the future. According to him, the
essence of the workshop was to make the
students acquire skills that would
transform them as entrepreneurs. He said
the interests of students were uppermost in
the minds of the Management and that is
why the university ensures that all these
opportunities are made available for
students to update themselves.
Professor Ezemonye assured participants
that history would not forget them as part
of those that laid the foundation of the
university. He urged them to take the
training seriously, as people pay heavily to
travel far to acquire this skill, but as a
forward looking university, this
opportunity was created here in Okada to
make it more accessible to staff and
students.
While commending the generosity of the
Chancellor Chief (Dr.) Gabriel Osawaru
Igbinedion, the Vice Chancellor said the
University was ready to always expose
students to global competitions in the IT
world. He disclosed that Igbinedion
University was already working out
modalities for the establishment of CyberEngineering Security as a course of study.
In his presentation, the Director of ICT, Dr.
Raphael Asibor, said that Igbinedion
University was now known as an IT driven
University in all of sub-Saharan Africa. He
revealed that participants at the workshop
are made up of staff and students
numbering 60.
Also speaking, the representative of
CISCO in South-South zone of Nigeria,
Engr. Daniel Ekpah thanked the Vice
Chancellor for the big privilege of bringing
him to this great citadel of learning.
According to him, CISCO has recorded
more success at Igbinedion University
than any other University where it has
organized the training with up to 60
participants registered for the training,
adding that all the participants would be
certified at the end of the training.

DVC's 2019 STAFF TENNIS
CHAMPIONSHIP KICKS OFF

T

he Igbinedion University Deputy Vice
Chancellor's Staff Tennis Championship
for 2019 has kicked off at the university's
tennis complex. The annual event which
creates opportunity for members of staff to
engage in activities other than research and
teaching began yesterday with an opening
ceremony graced by the Deputy Vice
Chancellor Prof. Deborah Omosefe Odejimi,
Management of the Zenith Bank Okada and
several staff of Igbinedion University.
According to the University's sports Director, Mr.
Bernard Ekhaguere, the tennis championship
goes as far back as 2014, and was established
for members of staff to provide them with leisure
and relaxation. He added that so far, there has
been an increase in the number of female staff
players.
The 2019 Tennis Championship was declared
open by the Deputy Vice Chancellor, who
thanked everyone for honoring the opening
ceremony. She assured all present that sports
will continue to be a priority for Igbinedion
University. She noted that Igbinedion
University students had always performed
excellently in several Nigerian Universities
games and it was therefore not a surprise that
members of staff are sports enthusiasts.
In his remark, the Chairman of Igbinedion
University Tennis Club, Dr. Christian
Odoemelam, expressed his appreciation to the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor for sponsoring the
tennis championship. He pledged that next
year's competition will be extended to include
corporate organizations in Okada. The
opening game of the championship was played
between Professor Longinus Anyanwu of the
Computer Science department and Dr.
Christian Odoemelam of the department of
Mass Communication.

The DVC, IUO (standing middle front row with white polo clutching
a racket); representatives of Zenith Bank PLC, Okada, and other
participants at the opening ceremony of the 2019 IUO DVC Staff
Tennis Championships at IUO Tennis Complex,

IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY PARTNERS
WITH GERMAN COMPANY WAEUP

I

n an effort to upgrade students' online registrations in line
with global best practices, Igbinedion University, Okada
has partnered with German Company WaeUp.
The WaeUP program is designed to assist tertiary institutions
with academic services such as dispensing transcripts, the
payment of school fees, viewing results and improving the
overall quality of the student portals.
Speaking to News men after a meeting with WaeUP
representatives and University Management on Tuesday,
16th April 2019, the Registrar of Igbinedion University, Dr.
Edwin Okoro, said this will ensure faster and safer usage of
the university's portal.
To facilitate the process, the Vice Chancellor, Professor
Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye, has instructed that the
company hold an implementation workshop so that everyone
will be fully conversant with the inner workings of the
program.

Standing Back Row: L-R: The Bursar, IUO, Dr. Nosa Edogwarie; the Librarian,
Mr. Y. Izevbekhai; and other ICT staff of IUO.
Standing Front Row: The Registrar, IUO, Dr. E. Okoro; the VC, Prof. L. Ezemonye
(5th from the left); the DVC, Prof. D. Odejimi (7th from left) with representatives of WaeUP
at the Admin Block, IUO.

IUO CONSOLIDATES ON ITS SMART
CAMPUS VISION

I

gbinedion University Okada (IUO) has continued to
consolidate its drive to remain a smart University
campus as it has formed partnerships with four
different prestigious ICT academies, namely: Cisco (a
networking hardware company), Huawei (a Chinese tech
giant) Microsoft (a Multinational technology company),
and Mikrotik (developer of routers and ISP systems)
According to the initiator of the partnerships, the ViceChancellor Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye, these recent
collaborations will prove to be highly beneficial to the
institution in various ways. He observed that not only will
these partnerships improve the current ways of teaching
and learning, they will also allow both the students and the
school to compete globally in the areas of teaching,
research and entrepreneurship. As part of the partnership,
Huawei, in addition to deploying ICT related services, is
currently conducting series of trainings for final year
students; which is a free nine day program spread across
three weeks (three days each week). Huawei will also be
offering internships to students of IUO, during and after
graduation as well as opportunities to participate in
international ICT competitions.

IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY GEARS TO MOUNT DEGREE
PROGRAMME IN CYBER-SECURITY ENGINEERING

T

he Vice-Chancellor of Igbinedion University, Professor
Lawrence Ikechukwu Ezemonye, has said that the University
would soon commence a degree program in Cyber Security
Engineering.
Disclosing this while playing host to Engr. Ekpah Daniel, a certified
Cisco Academic Instructor, who paid him a courtesy call in his office,
Prof Ezemonye said Igbinedion University was prepared to become
the hub of Cisco training in Nigeria. He explained that what the
University was doing now was beyond certification, but would
advance to running degree programmes in Cyber-Security and
other Cisco programmes.
Professor Ezemonye noted that the visit of the Cisco representative
to Igbinedion University was timely, as the University was preparing
to hold her 20th anniversary ceremony on the 10th of May 2019,
maintaining that the University was prepared to partner with Cisco
to realise the smart campus vision of the university.
The Vice Chancellor pledged full participation of his management
team at the opening programme of the workshop on Wednesday.
In his response, Engr. Ekpah Daniel, who is also the representative
of Cisco for the South-South zone in Nigeria, thanked the Vice-

IGBINEDION UNIVERSITY COLLABORATES
WITH AAU

I

gbinedion University Okada has recently established linkages
with the Association of African Universities (AAU). AAU is the
Apex Organization and forum for consultation, exchange of
information and Co-operation among Universities in Africa.
According to the Vice Chancellor of Igbinedion University, Okada
(IUO) Professor Lawrence, Ikechukwu Ezemonye, the reason for
the engagement with AAU was in pursuant of the
internationalization policy of his administration. He noted that
engaging with AAU will be beneficial to the university at different
levels including exposure of the institution to the international
community since AAU has large audience members globally. Prof.
Ezemonye further said that his vision was to create a centre of
excellence by creating a
university that will
permanently dominate the
knowledge sphere.
The Vice Chancellor said this
when the University
Management gave the AAU
media team a reception at the
Senate Chamber on Monday,
The VC, IUO, Prof. Ezemonye (front row 5
from left); leader of the AAU team Miss Irene
29th April, 2019. The AAU
Dufie (front row 4 from left) and Members
media team was led by the
of the University Management at the Admin
Ghanaian, Miss Irene Dufie.
Block after meeting with the AAU team.
After the meeting with IUO
Management, the AAU team was guided on a tour of the university
facilities and colleges by IUO's desk officer to AAU, Dr. Nnamdi
Nwaodu, of the department of International Relations and Strategic
Studies, Igbinedion University, Okada.
th

th

Chancellor for the warm reception since his arrival at the University,
noting that Cisco was prepared to make Igbinedion University the
hub of Cisco training in Nigeria. He expressed satisfaction with the
comportment and interest of students and staff in the erstwhile Cisco
training.
Engr. Ekpah further said Cisco is an IT company based in the United
States of America that is involved in the manufacturing of IT
equipment and in networking.
He described the Vice-Chancellor as a dynamic personality who
wants to get things done with dispatch. He said Cisco would
consider giving Igbinedion University a hosting right for the “safari
conference” that would draw participants from all over Africa.
On the benefit of Cisco certification, Engr. Ekpah, said that Cisco
training was more of a practical training that prepares students for
the future, adding that once participants are certified, Cisco uploads
their Curriculum Vitae, for the scrutiny of employing organization
and which may invite them for interviews even when they have not
formally applied.

IUO BEST STUDENTS RECEIVE PRIZES FROM
GLO MOBILE AND HUAWEI

F

ive best students of Igbinedion University, Okada, were on Monday,
8th April 2019, awarded 4G handsets as prizes for academic
excellence by Glo Mobile. The ceremonies for the awards which
held at the Senate Chamber of Igbinedion University, Okada was in
collaboration with Chinese tech giant, Huawei.
Mr Ejiofor David, the Regional Manager of Glo, while meeting with the
Management and the beneficiaries of the prizes, expressed his satisfaction
with the quality of students produced by Igbinedion University. He made it
clear that the purpose of the prize awards was to acknowledge excellence
and to encourage students that have done well in their studies. He also
noted that it was also part of Glo Mobile's corporate social responsibility.
In his response, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof Lawrence Ikechukwu
Ezemonye, noted that Globacom and Igbinedion University have a preexisting relationship as the University was the first university in Nigeria to
have given the head of Globacom, Mike Adenuga, an honorary degree.
The Vice Chancellor further remarked that Igbinedion University is built on
a foundation of excellence
as the institution's
knowledge base spans
across various issues
confronting humanity. The
Vice-Chancellor used the
opportunity to invite
Globacom to the
University's 20th
anniversary ceremonies
Back Row: Representatives of Globacom Ltd.
which will kick off on the 6th
Front Row L-R: Munemune Ebiti; (Engineering);
May, 2019.
Ufuah Eseosa, (Nursing); Ehiomhen Kenneth (Pharmacy);
The highlight of the
Globacom Representative; IUO VC, Prof. L. Ezemonye;
Ijaodola Abdul-Rsheed (Law); Ovbude Queen (Mass
program was the
Communication) and Globacom representative, in a
presentation of the 4G
photograph after the Glo awards ceremony at the
Admin Block, IUO.
handsets to the five best
students who had the
highest Grade Point Average (GPA) selected from the departments of
Nursing, Pharmacy, Mass Communication, Law and Engineering. Each of
the 4G handsets had one year free subscription worth N200,000.
The recipients of the awards were, Ufuah Eseosa, department of (Nursing);
Ehiomhen Kenneth (Pharmacy); Ovbude Queen (Mass Communication);
Ijaodola Abdul-Rsheed (Law) and Munemune Ebiti (Civil Engineering).

