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Protocol
I am delighted to join the Vice Chancellor in welcoming you all to the
18th convocation ceremony of our great university. The fact that you
are here or are able to join us via Zoom and other live streaming
platforms is a conﬁrmation that we have together weathered the Covid19 global Pandemic storm which has continued to ravage the world
since February this year. For this, we must give thanks to Almighty God
for keeping us safe.
The negative impact of the Covid-19 on individuals, families, groups,
institutions and societies at large has impelled the need for a low-key
convocation this year and particularly in deference to the NCDC Covid19 safety protocols. Thus, invitation to attend this convocation has
been very limited.
I must quickly commend the Vice Chancellor and his team, who despite
the lockdown leveraged on the University's smart campus to conduct
online teaching after the general lock-down of universities in March
2020, culminating in the successful conclusion of the session.
Importantly, this has made it possible for the university to maintain the
sanctity of its academic calendar and graduation of students on record
time - a legacy for which the university is renowned.
Permit me at this juncture to congratulate the graduating students on
their successes at the last degree examinations. Your hard work has
paid oﬀ handsomely and that gives cause for celebration. In particular, I
commend those of you who went the extra mile to excel in their studies
which has earned you deserving prizes. I urge you all therefore to join
our over ﬁfteen thousand graduates in lifting the banner of the university
to sublime heights.
The university has not only empowered you with knowledge in your
various specialisms, but has also prepared you to be self-reliant through
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the rich entrepreneurship and skills acquisition modules and
community service programme infused in all our degree programmes. I
have no doubt in my mind that the sky is only your stepping stone, going
by the quality of training you have received here.
It is our tradition in this university to continue to monitor the success and
performance of our graduates in their life's journey by virtue of the
inherent bonding between the student and the university. This culture
has been sustained for the past 18 years and the outcome has been quite
impressive.
In over two decades of our existence, Igbinedion University has
produced world class professionals, politicians, academics and those in
other ﬁelds of endeavor who are making waves in their various callings
both locally and internationally. This is an uncommon feat which
speaks to the high quality of teaching and learning taking place in
Igbinedion University, Okada.
On the part of the Governing Council, we shall continue to ensure the
production of highly skilled graduates by empowering the faculty and
administration in all ramiﬁcations. In this regard, a retreat of Council,
Management, Provost, Deans and Directors was held recently at the
behest of Council to chart the way forward towards global
competitiveness. The outcome of that retreat is already been
implemented for the beneﬁt of the institution.
I wish to congratulate our highly valued parents, who as critical
stakeholders, toiled day and night to see their children through the
university. I thank you for all your sacriﬁces and the invaluable role
you played in the life of the graduands and the university. It is our prayer
that Almighty God blesses you with good health and strength to enable
you enjoy the fruits of your labour.
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Going forward, permit me to announce that the University has since
commenced the expansion of its facilities and capacities to
accommodate more students for quality and competitive education. At
the moment, we have enrolled students from the thirty-six states of the
federation including FCT Abuja and several African countries and Asia.
Moreover, we are escalating our internalization drive consistent with
our desire to extend the frontiers of knowledge in a globalized economy.
Our entrepreneurship programme has continued to attract
commendation from all and sundry as it has made our graduates truly
unique in the labor market, while a great number of them are opting to be
self-employed. Let me assure you that the Council shall continue to
leverage on its highly motivated faculty to produce students who are not
only high ﬂyers but also ﬁt for the world of work anywhere in the world.
I cannot conclude this address without acknowledging the vision and
strategic leadership of the Proprietor of our great Igbinedion University,
Chief Sir Dr Gabriel Osawaru Igbinedion whose invaluable guidance
and support over the years has led to the current high pedestal achieved
by the university. We remain eternally grateful to you, Sir. I must
equally thank members of Council for their consistence and diligence in
the discharge of their responsibilities. I say kudos to you all for your
invaluable support.
On this note, I welcome you once again, and thank you for your
attention.

Professor Sheikh Ahmed Abdullah, OON
Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council
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